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In this talk I describe three streams of research that center around complex
behavior emerging from simple computational models. First, Kind Not Kin
address the extension of a model that explains how cooperation can occur
without consideration of reciprocity. In this stream we suggest how (and perhaps
why) fads, gang behavior, and even cultures emerge. Second, Metanorms shows
how collective behavior can induce order without law. In this stream we suggest
that a critical difference between law and norms is the population’s propensity to
participate. Finally, TrustMe shows how simple models of trust can be used to
generate a wider variety of studies. I conclude with a discussion of the
implications of computational modeling to organizational sciences.
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